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Florida House Democratic Caucus members reiterated Sunday their 

disappointment in the imprudent decisions of Republican legislative leaders in 

making $2.4 billion in cuts to vital state programs. 

 

House and Senate budget conferees announced today that they have finalized a 

budget agreement and intend to put a budget bill on lawmakers’ desks later this 

week.  

 

“Republican leaders have once again failed to heed Democratic Caucus members’ 

advice to make more targeted spending adjustments instead of balancing the state’s 

budget with politically simple across-the-board cuts,” said House Democratic 

Leader Franklin Sands. 
 

Sunday’s budget agreement includes: 

 

 A $700 million raid on the Lawton Chiles Endowment, a fund for 

children’s health care that was established as a result of the state’s 1997 

anti-tobacco lawsuit; 

 An about $500 million cut to public schools for K-12 education, and 

another $100 million cut to the State University System; 

 A loss of $170 million from a housing trust fund; 

 Higher fines for traffic offenders; 

 A new assessment on nursing homes; 

 Reductions to the state’s Visit Florida program that promotes tourism. 

 

Representative Ron Saunders, House Democratic Ranking Member to the 

Appropriations Council on Education & Economic Development, issued the 

following statement: 

 

“The final negotiations produced some good news and much bad news,” said 

Representative Saunders. “The good news is that some of the proposed House raids 

on trust funds have been blocked. The bad news is that this budget attacks the 

Lawton Chiles Endowment even worse than what the House had considered. 

 



“As Floridians prepare for the potential of more budget adjustments, it’s 

imperative that Republican leaders stop ignoring all suggestions of Democratic 

caucus members,” Saunders said. “We have urged targeted cuts rather than so 

many careless, across-the-board reductions.” 

 

Representative Kelly Skidmore, House Democratic Ranking Member to the 

Appropriations Council on General Government & Health Care, issued this 

statement: 

 

“This agreement takes from the people who need it the most and fails to address 

the bad tax policy decisions this Legislature has made over the last decade,” said 

Representative Skidmore. “Republican House leaders refused to allow a full and 

open debate on alternatives. They didn’t allow all ideas to be considered.” 
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